The treasures of a saint, thousands of objects from Viking England and one of the world’s most influential and precious manuscripts – discover Durham, York and Lincoln

The route north from London starts from Kings Cross station, home of Platform 9 ¾ for trains to Hogwarts. But you can take a real train to find sanctuary in the Cathedral, dodge scary pigeons and Britain’s wickedest woman, before picking up the Harry theme again to wander the winding streets of medieval Diagon Alley, before ducking under them to meet the Vikings. Then find the tallest building in the world (in 1311), the first recognized contract between a king and his people, and the steepest street in England.
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